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A GROUP that has 
provided thousands of 
local people across the 
Leys with free IT training 
is facing a rent rise that 
could treble its costs. 
Leys Information 
Technology Zone (Litz) 
which was formerly 
Blackbird Leys Information 
Technology Zone (Blitz) 
rents a communal 
computer room in the Leys 
Community Centre, but 
. Oxford City Council has 
said that because of the 
_ name change, it is now a 
new tenant and a new rent 
agreement is needed. Now 


it may have to re locate to a 
more affordable space. 

The group runs drop in 
sessions twice a week and 
pays £2,500 a year in rent. 
Now it may have to pay by 
the hour. 

Litz director Nick Tills 
said: “We are facing a very 
uncertain future at the 
moment. The city council 
is preparing new business 
terms for us but our rent will 
go up considerably. Blitz 
started ten years ago and 
has trained more than 2,500 
people. Many of them have 
gone on to get jobs and 
go into further training or 


To register for a 


Rent rise could close LITZ 


education. We offer a vital 
service for people on the 
Leys, and Litz is continuing 
with the work that Blitz 
started.” 

Oxford City Council has 
said that Litz can continue 
to use the space, but that 
it would have to be rented 
from them. 

Nick added: “The council 
is saying it could cost as 
much as £10 or £15 per 
hour. This would treble our 
expenditures and we just 
can't afford it. We pay £7.40 
an hour at the moment. 


Continued on page 2 


Coming soon to Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


to 


A PRE school that has helped 
thousands of children across the Leys 
to take their first school steps needs a 
new home. 

Shepherds Hill Pre School has been 
on the Leys since 1995 and for the last 
eight years has been based at Windale 
Primary School. Now because of the 
formation of The Blackbird Academy 
Trust, the rooms that the pre school use 
are needed for other purposes. 

Manager Sarah Pearson said: “Eight 
years ago we were invited by Windale 
Primary School to be based here. We 
knew that our lease with the county 
council was due to expire but thought that 
it would be renewed. Now we have had a 
letter to say that our lease will run out at 
the end of August which only give us six 
months-we were under the impression 
that we would be given 12 months notice 
so this has created problems for us.” 

The pre school has a staff of 15 and 
86 children on the roll, with a waiting list 
- of 50. It has been rated Good by Ofsted 
and has always been a popular choice 
for parents, particularly those who have 
children with special education needs. 

Sarah added: “We have had fantastic 
support from our parents but the staff 
here now feel devalued and very 
, discouraged. Lots of us have worked 
together for a long time and we have 
come such a long way, but we feel there 
is nobody out there supporting us." 


Continued on page 2 


visit on opening day text 


New volunteers ready to go! 
See page 11 


Sprit Cae Corner 
See page 13 
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Pre school needs new home. 
Continued from front page 


She said that some of the children will 
be eligible for nursery places, but added: 
"We have 16 two-year-olds who will 
have nowhere to go from September and 
many more that are eligible for a place. 
We are a really good provider and it is a 
very sad situation for the staff, parents 
and especially the children. For children 
who have special educational needs 

we provide the perfect environment as 
they are vulnerable children who need 

a smaller setting in order to thrive and 
develop.” 

Jill Hudson Executive Head Blackbird 
Academy Trust said: "The number 
of children at Windale school has 
been growing steadily since the Local 
Authority's decision to enlarge it, turning 
it into a two form entry school. It has 
gone from the original one form entry 
school to one and a half—and now it 
has had to find spaces for a further 105 
children. 

"In spite of building alterations and 
the addition of two new classrooms, 
space has been getting tighter as the 
number increases year on year. Some 
of the older year groups still only have 
30-40 in them; but the younger ones 
are filled right up to the new admission 
number of 60." 

Jill added that next year will be the 
crunch point: "We will simply not be able 
to fit in all the Windale children if we do 
not return some of the school building 
to its original use. We have been very 
pleased to have had some spare rooms 
to offer Shepherds Hill over the past few 
years—but they are now needed for the 
Windale children. We worked very hard 
to ensure that we find a way to continue 
to be able to offer at least some space to 
Shepherds Hill and are delighted still to 
be able to accommodate some of them 
in the central part of the school next 


year. We are very proud of our close 
links with Shepherds Hill and want to 
continue to work together for the benefit 
of all the children." 

Jill added that the trust is keen to 
work with the pre school team to find a 
solution. "We are of course, very sorry 
about this and have been working with 
Sarah Pearson and her team and a 
great many other friends and supporters, 
to help them track down another suitable 
place to run this excellent provision. 

"We are desperately anxious for the 
Shepherds Hill pre-school to continue 
to thrive—but it's just not possible to 
squeeze them in any longer around 
the doubling of our numbers . We are 
hopeful that a new space will be found 
for them in the very near future and that 
they continue to offer children great 
learning opportunities." 

Sarah has already started 
approaching local organisations and 
businesses on the Leys to see if anyone 
has suitable accommodation that they 
could use. 

She added: “We are being thrown 
out and after Easter we will have to start 
making plans to close. It is very, very 
sad as when the pre-school started it 
had 16 places. Now we have 48 and 
see 100 children every day. We have a 
great reputation and our staff are highly 
trained and experienced. We are all 
holding on until the bitter end but we 
know that we will probably have to look 
for new jobs if we can’t find a new base 
to work from.” 

Sarah will be appealing to the 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council at its 
next meeting to see if there is any help 
available. 

Sarah said: “We need a new space. 
We know that there may be some 
funding available so we are keeping our 
fingers crossed that something will come 
along.” 


April 2014 


Letter from the Editor 


Hello! 


THIS month's Leys News 
really is a mixture of good 
and bad news. You will see 
from our front page that two 
local organisations are in 
need of new homes. The 
Litz training service and 
Shepherds Hill Pre School 
provide much needed 
services for two distinct 
groups of users, but are now 
both in desperate need of 
help and support from the 
community. 

If you Know anyone who 
can help either of them 
please get in touch with us 
via email editor@leysnews. 
co.uk and let us know. 

One of the reasons 
that Leys News is such 
a successful community 


newspaper is because of 
the support we receive from 
everyone here. The strength 
of community spirit on the 
Leys seems to get better all 
the time so let's hope we 
can help these two groups to 
continue with the great and 
valuable work they are doing 
here. 

With spring well and truly 
on the way, we take a look at 
what's going on in the garden 
with our resident experts Reg 
and Stuart, and Natalie has 
some great spring fashion 
ideas to brighten up even the 
dullest wardrobe. 

Have a great month and 
please do get in touch with 
us editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Sarah 


SUBMISSIONS 


Leys News welcomes submissions and ideas for 
articles and photographs from all sectors of the 
community. If you would like to send us a press 
release about your community project please email it 
to editor@leysnews.co.uk and we will consider it for 


publication in a future issue. 


Please note: do not embed photos and logos into 
word documents but sent send them as separate 


picture files. 


The next issue of Leys News will be delivered 
on 30 April and the deadline for advertising 
and editorial copy is 15 April. 


Rent rise could close LITZ. 
Continued from front page 


“The team here at Litz is teaching for free at the 
moment and we have students who are half way 
through a course. They need to be able to finish their 
course but we don’t know if that will be possible. 


“We just want to be able to carry on with the work 
that we have always done to help people on the Leys, 
and improve and develop the service even more, but 
this is looking unlikely at the moment.” 

Council spokeswoman Louisa Dean said: “As a 
new organisation Litz needs a new lease agreement 
from the council. We would encourage them to 
continue these discussions.” 

h She added: “The council would like to have 

a, Soe ae = AN. : ' rae E the suite open seven days a week to residents in 
PNRA i B m AE oy a aA the Leys, which would assist the Job Club, as well 
i ‘| F, PPS sl ne en fae? ere Sh as providing opportunities to young people for 


pei al a homework clubs.” 
Winners! 
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LAST month's colouring competition winner's are (above) Poppy, 


- ere m a aged 6, from Blackbird Leys and (below) Rami, aged 9, also from 
ojo" Blackbird Leys. They both win a Transformers 87 Piece Art Set. 
For this month's colouring competition turn to page 12. 
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ROJECT INSPIRES 


PAUL Sayers, 75, a resident 
of Longlands Residential 
Home in Blackbird Leys 
turned heads this week as he 
broke into song. 

For the first time in 16 
years Mr Sayers had the 
courage and confidence to 
deliver a rendition of Danny 
Boy that brought back 
memories of his childhood. 

He recalled how his 
entire classroom fell silent 
as he, oblivious to having an 
audience, sang an aria. 

Angela Lindsay, Activities 
Coordinator at Longlands 
launched a project in 
February called Project Me. 
It provides a platform where 
older people come together 
to make their voices heard 
and share experiences 
and memories in a safe 
environment. 

Angela said: “We have 
only had the first session 
and already people are really 
coming out of their shell. This 
is amazing. We must get 
the community involved. We 
welcome one and all.” 

Although the project is in 
its early stages, the success 
of this group has provoked 
wide interest from people 
in the local community who 
wish to volunteer. 


BBL Community Centre Photo Project 


What a picture! 


INTEREST is already gathering centre. The idea of the project Watson said: “It has been great 


Leys Leisure Centre 


looking good 


A NEW group exercise studio “The work that has been Pee 

and a meeting room are now completed will provide our from across the Leys from is to collect photographs from to have local people calling in 

open as the first stage of the new customers with some fantastic people who are keen to get across the estate that depict the with their photos, and some great 

£9.23 million pool development facilities. | hope that they enjoy involved with the community life and times of people who live conversations have started as 

at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre using them.” centre photo project. on the Leys. l a result. We need as many as 

nears completion. David Hunt, General Manager of An appeal in last month's l Photographs will then be possible so that we end up with a 
While the new pool building is the centre, added: “We are thrilled Leys News launched the project, displayed in the reception area of really good and varied display, so 

being constructed major work has to see the new centre taking shape: and snaps have already been the community centre. please keep them coming! 

coming in to the community Centre receptionist Jayne 


been carried out inside the current the fully equipped new studio will 


leisure centre. provide a great location for our wide 
The internal works include range of classes. 

moving the exercise studio “The new meeting room will 

upstairs, converting the current provide a great venue for local 

offices into meeting rooms, groups and businesses to hold 

relocating and expanding the meeting for up to 50 people 

creche and the installation of a classroom style.” 

new large children’s soft play area. “The new crèche and large 


The first of these works is now indoor soft play area are due to 
complete with the opening of the open in a few months.” 


new studio and meeting room. The first stage of the centre 

The new studio is 125m? and redevelopment should be complete 
features a Gerfloor floor, wall to by the end of the spring. 
wall mirrors and a music system. Work is progressing well with the 

The studio will host 50 classes new pool complex despite the wet 
per week including Body Pump, weather with most of the concreting 
Body Jam, Boxercise and many works to the pool tanks being 
more. completed. 

Councillor Mike Rowley, Board The steel frame for the facility 
Member for Leisure Services, will start to be built in April and the 
said: “It is great news that we have project is on target to be completed 
completed the first stage of the at the end of this year. 
works at Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre. 


E For more information about the group exercise sessions at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure centre call the centres direct on 0844 8933 222 
or visit www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure. 
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GO GREEN ON THE LEYS 


GROWING 
YOUR OWN 
VEGETABLES 


By Reg Curnock 


AS | am writing this article the 
weather is improving and the 
long range forecast is quite 
reasonable for this time of year. 

The soil is still wet and sticky 
to the boots, but if you had forked 
over the ground in the last week 
or so, you may be able to plant 
a few vegetables out, but do not 
worry if you cannot. 

When the time is right, sow and 
your produce will soon catch up. This 
week | was able to plant my spring 
crop of broad beans, a variety called 
Karmazyn. This will follow on from 
the autumn crop sown in October, 
which is just coming into flower. 
Broad beans are very versatile and 
have several uses. 

For example pinch off the top 
shoots when flowers appear and 
cook as a green vegetable. Pick 


the earliest pods before the seeds 
show and cook whole, or sliced like 
french beans. Shell larger pods and 
freeze smaller seeds and cook the 
others to eat hot or cold. Cook and 
blend very large seeds to use in 
hearty soups. Fry very large seeds 
to split the skins, and then salt them 
to make a crunchy snack. 

Save ripe seeds to sow for next 
year's crop, or as a green manure. 

| was also able to plant out some 
of my onion sets and shallots in my 
forked over soil. | hope to plant out 
the rest of them soon. 

If you have cloches you will be 
able to sow some seeds outdoor 
things like lettuce, spring onions, 
radishes and any other salad 
mixes. You can also steal a march 
by sowing some seeds indoors, 
either in the window sill, or an indoor 
propagator seeds such as Brussel 


autumn), tomatoes, chillies, peppers, 
celery, celeriac, cucumbers, fennel 
and kohl rabi. Peas can also be 
sown now under cover. 

| put mine into a small plastic 
bag with a handful of compost, 
water them and place the bag in the 
windowsill, or a propagator, and wait 
for the seeds to germinate. Then | 
plant them out into the open ground 
which has been prepared earlier. 

Doing it this way helps to keep 
the mice and other vermin away 
from the seeds, which often occurs 
when you sow them straight into 
the open ground. With potatoes if 
you started chitting the first early 
potatoes at the beginning of the 
year, you should be able to plant 
them out now. 

Of course you must keep an eye 
on the weather when the first shoots 
appear, an unexpected frost can 


JOBS FOR MARCH 
Except in very cold conditions, 
seed sowing can take place at the 
end of this month, so you should 
be busy preparing your seed 


which include, chicken pellets, 
seaweed, blood, fish and bone 
meal or you can use the inorganic 
fertilisers, extracted from minerals 
and using chemical processes. 


sprouts, cabbage (summer red/ ruin all your hard work. 


beds, raking them over, removing 
any stones, and warming the soil 
under cloches or plastic sheeting 
so that you can produce that 
warm crumbly soil ideal for sowing 


Do not forget to fertilise your 
winter vegetables, such as spring 
cabbage, cauliflower, beans, and 
any over wintering lettuce you may 
have. 


ee EEEE EEEE EEE) 


Saturday 6th Sept 2014, 12-4pm 
‘Blackbird Leys Park, Cuddesdon Way 


LIVE OR WORK IN THE LEYS? 
LIKE TO BE PART OF THE... 


WE NEED You! 


CAN YOU HELP TO 
ORGANISE IT? 
HELP TO FUND IT? 
GOT AN IDEA? 


To get involved, call Oxfordshire Play Association (OPA) on: 
O1865 779474 or email: jane.gallagher@oexonplay.org.tik 


GREEN 


seeds. 
Try to protect any early 


all! 


La 


FINGERS 
z ~n 
SPRING is a wonderful 
time for wildlife gardens, 
it seems that every day 
brings new findings, green 
shoots and buds, the 
days are getting longer, 
and it's getting warm. Prepare for endless 
excitement from now, on if you garden using 
wildlife gardening principles! 
A key task as we leave winter and move 
to spring is make sure you have cleaned 
out your birdboxes so that they are good to 
go for new nesting birds. Often the bedding 
from the previous season and from roosting 
birds over winter that also use these boxes, 
is still in there. Nesting birds don't always 
clear out old bedding, and it can be infested 
with mites that could affect breeding success 
as they often overwhelm the new hatchlings. 
So give them a helping hand by clearing out 


blossom on your plum, pear and 
apple trees from frost. | failed to do 
so last year and had no plums at 


Apply fertilisers. All soils 
benefit from fertilisers applied 
before sowing seeds, so now is 
the right time to apply them. You 
can choose organic fertilisers 


Make runner bean, pea and 
celery trenches. Dig about two 
feet deep and incorporate some 
well rotted manure, and cover over 
and applying some long lasting 
fertiliser into the soil as well. 

One last thing to remember is 
to cover your strawberry plants 
with cloches or fleece to stimulate 
them into flowering, and produce a 
crop as early as possible. 


the bedding so they start again. 

It happens every year, when one spring 
morning, suddenly the bees all appear. That 
is when I’m really sure that spring is finally 
here. Bees and pollinators will thrive in your 
wildlife garden if you've planted early nectar 
rich plants. Often bees are weak after the 
long winter, and unless they can reenergise 
quickly, can sadly die off. So early flowering 
plants like crocuses are key. As too are late 
flowering things like ivy. 

The first butterflies often appear on the 
first warm days, often waking in a warm 
shed thinking it is warm outside too. Often 
it isn’t truly warm enough to sustain them 
but keep your eyes peeled, its all about to 
happen. 

What's happening now in your spring 
wildlife garden? Why not share your 
experience? This wildlife gardening lark 
sustains itself by sharing experiences, and 
| learn as much from reader's feedback as 
hopefully you do from my scribbling. 


Is your child struggling at school or do 
they need a boost to improve their grades? 


English - Maths - Reading - Science 
Ages 5-16 


WANT TO BE Oxford Education Centres-the only tuition centre 
INVOLVED? in Oxford staffed by fully qualified teachers 
ANYTHING YOU ‘ i = ake 
F WANT TO DO? Working Tax Credit - if you are eligible for the “childcare 


element” of Working Tax Credit, you may be able to daim 
up to 70% of the cost of The Education Centres course 
fee's as a tax credit. 


| BLACKBIRD LEYS 


| (Emam || | Local Leys 
PARISH COUNCIL | eme =) 


obh 


Organisations 


Amazing 
value! 
ACT NOW 


Call for a FREE assessment on 01865 402950 or visit 


www.oxfordeducationcentres.com 
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For Parish Council information please call 01865 716943 or go to www.leysonline.net 


CALL FOR News from Blackbird 


Leys Parish Council 


NEW PARISH 


COUNCILLORS 


HAVE you got what it takes to 
be a parish councillor? Well 
if you think you have then 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council 
would like to hear from you. 
The council is looking for 
new councillors to join the 
organisation. Parish Councillors 


Parish Councillors appoint a new 
member without an election. 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council 
can have a maximum of 14 
Councillors, seven in Northfield 
Brook and seven in Blackbird 
Leys Parish Wards. The Council 
currently has six vacancies, three 


Council Elections are coming 
up on 22 May and the general 
public are invited to apply if 
they are interested in serving 
their community. Guidance 
notes for candidates, together 
with nomination papers, will be 
available during the first couple of 


Friends of the parks 

If you would like to be involved 

in your local community parks; 
suggest improvements, help 
planning for the future or have any 
ideas how the facilities can be 
better used then please get in touch 
with your local councillor. 


New path in 
Spindelberry Park 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council has 
paid for the refurbishment of the 
new path at the Spindelberry Park 
Nature Reserve. This will improve 


and is great improvement to the 
surrounding area. 


Dog fouling 

The issue of dog fouling in and 
around the Leys has been reported 
to the Parish Council. Dog owners 
are asked to bag and dispose of 
dog waste in the appropriate bins 
which are available around the 
estate. 


E For more information 
please contact the Parish 
Clerk on 07754 271831 or 
bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


Leys 
Neighbourhood 
Partnership 


THE next meeting of the Leys Neighbourhood 
Partnership will be on April 8 from 
12.45-2.45pm at The Barn. 


in each of the wards. 

Councillors meet regularly as 
a parish council and welcome 
attendance and participation 
from the communities they serve. 
Meetings are advertised through 
the Blackbird Leys website and 
Leys News but you can contact 
the parish council Clerk for dates 
and times of the forthcoming 
meetings on bblparishcouncil@ 
gmail.com 

Normally at the beginning of 
each meeting there is an open 
forum for the public to put forward 
questions and points. 


weeks in April. 

The final date for nominations 
is 4pm on Thursday, 24 April 
2014. 


are not employees, they are 
elected representatives who 
volunteer their time for free to 
work on behalf of their local 
parish. 

To become a Councillor you 
must be over 18 and a qualifying 
citizen of the Commonwealth, the 
European Community or the 
Republic of Ireland. You can 
become a Parish Councillor either 
by election or by co-option. 

Elections take place every 
four years, or as a by-election 
between scheduled elections. 
Co-option is when existing 


E More information about 
becoming a Councillor 
can be found at 
http://tinyurl.com/leys123 


E For a nomination form 
please contact the Parish 


Clerk on 07754 271831 or 
bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council 


Meeting Dates 
@ Tuesday 29 April, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 
Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Brian 
Lester, Tanya Prescott, Chris Hatton, 


Cyril Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
(Qam-5pm) 07754 271831 


Send mail to 
Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn Road, 
Freeland, Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL 


= 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 
go to the community website: 


www.leysonline.net 


To find out more and to register for the workshop please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
We look forward to seeing you! 
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Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


Personal 
Independence 
Payment 


RECENTLY, we have had a number of clients 
come to the centre concerned about how 
the new Personal Independence Payment 
affects their disability living allowance. So 
here is a summary to help you. 

Personal Independence Payment (PIP) 
is a benefit for people aged 16 to 64 with a 
long-term health condition or disability. 
It has replaced Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) for people aged between 16 to 64 on 
8 April 2013, or people who reach 16 years 
after that date. 
© If you are making a new claim 
New claimants will have to apply for PIP. 
Whether or not you are entitled to PIP will 
depend on an assessment by a health 
professional of how your disability or 
health condition affects your ability to live 
independently. The health professional will 
look at your ability to carry out key activities 
of daily living and mobility, such as preparing 
food, washing yourself, communicating and 
getting around. 
© If you are already on DLA 
The DWP are introducing PIP in stages for 
existing DLA claimants. This will take several 
years. Eventually the DWP will ask all DLA 
claimants to make a new claim for PIP 
instead. There is no automatic entitlement to 
PIP even if you have an indefinite or lifetime 
award of DLA 

You do not have to do anything until the 
DWP get in touch with you—most existing 


DLA claimants will not be affected until 2015 
or later. The DWP will write to you in plenty of 
time to explain what action you need to take 
and the time limits involved. 

If you don't claim for PIP when you 
are contacted by DWP, or if your claim is 
unsuccessful, your DLA will end. 
@ If you are a child 
DLA is not changing for children under the 
age of 16. The DWP will contact the parent or 
guardian before the child’s 16th birthday to let 
them know what to do and when to claim PIP. 
@ If you are aged 65 or over 
If you're aged 65 or over on 8 April 2013 and 
you're getting DLA, you can continue to get it 
for as long as you're eligible. 
If you're aged 65 or over and not getting 
DLA, you may be able to get Attendance 
Allowance instead. If you are already getting 
Attendance Allowance, you won't be affected 
by the introduction of PIP. 


E For further information 

There is a DWP PIP Enquiry Line: 

0845 850 3322 

(Monday to Friday 8am—6pm) 

If you want help claiming PIP, completing 
the form, or you are concerned about 
how the changes will affect you—we can 
guide you through the process. 


living the comm 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre, 96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 
Telephone: 01865 770206 Email: asac.reception@blackbirdleysnss.co.uk 


Cute Baby 
& Toddler 


ANNIVERSARY 
Cowley Centre 
1964-2014 
_ ANNIVERSARY 
$ Templars Square 
1989-2014 


Have your childs photograph 


taken at Templars Square 
Starting Tuesday 8th April 


Entries close 12th April. Judging between 14th — 25th April. 


Cutest Retro Baby Photo 


Facebook Competition 


For the cutest baby photo 
from the last 5 decades 


Facebook competition between 25th April — 16th May 


For more details visit our website: 
www.templarssquare.com 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 
www.templarssquare.com Shopping Centre 


129 Pound Way, Cowley, Oxford, OX4 3XH 
Tel: 01865 748864 


QUALITY OF LIFE 


April 2014 


ON THE LEYS 


A MAJOR survey to find out 
what people really think about 
living and working in Blackbird 
and Greater Leys, continues 
this month with some great 
prizes up for grabs. 

The lead agencies 
involved in the Community 
Partnership across Oxford 
city are undertaking the 
new annual survey which 
will provide an invaluable 
insight into life in our priority 
neighbourhoods. 

The organisers will ask 
around 2000 local residents 
to complete questionnaires 

to provide a better 
understanding of what people 
think about themselves and 
their neighbourhood. 

The survey will be one of 


the main tools for providing 
neighbourhood level statistics 
and public perception 
information. It is proposed 
that this be an annual survey 
that allows people to see 

how things are changing over 
time. The results will be used 
to help plan local services, 
track change and improve the 
quality of life. 

Residents who take part 
have the chance to win the 
following prizes: 

e Ferrari or Porsche 

driving experience. 

e Oxford photography tour. 

e Theatre tickets. 

e Thames river cruise for two. 
e Junior rally driving. 

e Monthly Fusion 
memberships. 


e Night time Oxford 

ghost hunt. 

e Ice skating tickets. 

e £50 high street voucher. 
Oxford City FC 

season tickets. 

e Chiltern Valley wine tour. 
e A two hour driving lesson. 


E Residents can pick up a 
survey from the community 
centre or fill them out 
online here: https://www. 
surveymonkey.com/s/ 
QualityofLifeOxford 


E Surveys can be returned 
to the community centre 
reception or via pre-paid 
envelopes. 


A special volunteer 


A LIFE of fighting crime and 
protecting the innocent may 
be on the cards for a young, 
ambitious Louis Thurman, 
but for now he wishes to 


demonstrate the gentler side 


of being a police officer. 

Mr Thurman who is 
training to become a 
Special Constable is also a 
volunteer at the Longlands 
care home in the Leys. 

He said: “It is rewarding 
when you do something 
worthwhile and make a 
difference in the world. 
Every day presents new 
challenges and there are 
many ways in which you can 
give back to the community.” 

He added: “Volunteering 
with The Orders of St Johns 
Care Trust has given me 
the opportunity to improve 
my communication skills in 
a professional environment 
and learn more about 
community interaction.” 

The volunteers 
programme at Longlands 
has received many 
applications recently as 
people have come to 
realise it is a positive step 
to achieving success ina 
range of professions. 


Winifred Shephard with Special Constable Louis Thurman 


Residents at Longlands 
love the interaction with 


John Care Trust, the home 
has an ethos of providing 


volunteers and welcome and quality care, and enhancing 


appreciate the conversation. 


Paul Sayers, 75, said: 
“We are grateful that people 
will offer up their time to 
make our community a 
better place. It shows they 
really care.” 

Longlands is home to 
48 older people in Balfour 
Road, Blackbird Leys. 

Run by not for profit 
charity, The Orders of St 


well-being and quality of life. 
Angela Lindsay, activities 
coordinator at Longlands 
said: “Having Louis here 
to share his story has had 
a positive impact on the 
older folk at our weekly 
listening groups. | am 
delighted that he hopes to 
work more closely with the 
Longlands care home once 
he qualifies.” 


Leys cops out and about 


THE local neighbourhood policing team 
for the Leys has warned that anti social 
behaviour will not be tolerated, particularly 
as the better weather approaches. 

PCSO Barry Sheehan said: “As we 
approach the spring months and the anxious 
wait for warmer weather our team not only 
will be welcoming the sunshine but the 
chances of seeing more of our community 
while out and about, as they visit the local 
public spaces like the parks or green areas. 

“While for most this will be an enjoyable 
experience there are some people who will 
feel the need to dampen that mood. If local 
residents see people using the open spaces 
of the estate inappropriately, such as 


causing a general nuisance, drinking alcohol 
and being rowdy with it, causing criminal 
damage, drug dealing or drug use, then we 
would urge them to give us a call. We want 
our community to feel safe and importantly 
confident that if they report these issues that 
they will be dealt with appropriately.” 

Barry added: “We have a good working 
relationship with Oxford City Council and 
between us we work to ensure all our parks 
and green areas are safe and pleasant 
places for all our community to utilise and 
will take appropriate steps to deal with those 
that cause unnecessary nuisance, and anti 
social behaviour.” 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Thanks to Ruskin College for sponsoring this page. If you are interested in 


studying at Ruskin College please call 01865 759600 


or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 


BE AWARE OF 


COURIER FRAUD 


THAMES Valley Police is 
reminding residents to remain 
vigilant and not become a victim 
of fraud after recent incidents of 
courier fraud in which vulnerable 
victims are targeted. 

One victim was a 70 year-old- 
man who received a phone call 
from someone asking whether he 
had conducted any transactions in 
London and asked him to call back 
on the number on the back of the 
card. 

He was then transferred to 
someone claiming to be from 
the Metropolitan Police Fraud 
Investigation Unit, after which their 
card details including the pin were 
taken. 

The victim was then told to put 
the card in an envelope and hand it 
over to the courier who came to pick 
it up as they were needed urgently 
by the forensic team. In this case 
the victim had £3,000 stolen from 
his bank account so it is vital people 
make themselves aware of the scam 
and how to prevent themselves 
becoming a victim? 

Detective Constable Darren 
Little said: “I would like to advise 


p GROWING UP GRUMPY 
=, J 


18 years of age and 


members of the public, if you 
receive a suspicious call of this 
nature requesting that you contact 

a third party, use a different phone 
or alternatively phone a family 
member, friend or someone that you 
recognise to ensure the line is clear 
and the fraudsters aren’t keeping the 
line open”. 

Also known as vishing, courier 
fraud is where the fraudster cold 
calls the victim on their landline, 
whether in possession of the victim’s 
details or not. 

The general target group for 
these fraudsters is older people. 
They make claims designed to 
encourage the victim to divulge 
specific personal information 
ultimately requesting the victim to 
provide their PIN. 

Some of the most common are: 
®@ Claiming to be police—citing 
recent arrests of individuals in 
possession of the victim’s details 
and therefore they require the 
victim’s assistance. 

@ The victim’s bank card(s) has a 
design fault and needs replacing. 
They ask the victim to cut their 
card down the centre ensuring the 


integrity of the chip. 

@ The fraudsters cite a fault with the 
victim’s online bank card reader. 

@ A corrupt bank employee working 
at the victim’s bank and they need 
the victim’s assistance in catching 
the culprit. 

@® Bank card required for forensic 
examination 

The fraudster will then arrange 
either an innocent cab company or 
associate to collect the bank card 
from the victim’s home address and 
deliver it to a prearranged location 
where the card(s) are picked up. 

Consequently the fraudster is in 
possession of both the victim’s bank 
card and their PIN. 

The offender will either use the 
card to withdraw cash, use the card 
to purchase online goods or use 
itin stores to purchase high value 
goods. 

DC Little added: "If you have also 
been a victim and not reported it yet, 
or had someone attempt the same 
or similar scam on you, then also get 
in touch." 
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Tower block 
makeover 


FOLLOWING feedback from last November’s local public 
consultations and an external design review by the 
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment, 
Oxford City Council has now extended the scope of the 
Oxford Tower Blocks project to include new designs for 
the entrance lobbies and the external areas of the blocks. 

These proposals will improve storage, waste management, 
recycling facilities, cycle storage, car parking and pedestrian 
access for local residents. 

Under the latest proposals each block has two colour 
options for the external appearance design. 

At the consultations, which were taking place across Oxford 
as Leys News went to press, members of the local community 
and residents were asked which colour option they preferred 
and their views on the proposed designs for the entrance 
lobbies and external areas. 

Councillor Scott Seamons, Board Member for Housing 
said: “Its important we get the views of people living in the 
wider community as well as the blocks themselves when we 
consider the external appearance, after all that has an impact 
on everyone. “So | hope people from across the community 
in Wood Farm, Cowley, Blackbird Leys and Northway do get 
involved." 

The work on the tower blocks is due to start in 2015 and will 
take three years to complete. 

The aim of the project is to successfully deliver works to 
the structure of the five tower blocks together with additional 
insulation, replacement windows, replacement heating, 
communal electrics and lift refurbishment. 

The work will extend their lifespan for another 30 years. 
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still playing with Lego 


IT FINALLY happened 
folks, the day came where 
| was 18. All of a sudden, 
the minute hand passed 
midnight and | suddenly 
learnt everything there 

is to know about being 


responsible, as if I’ve 
never lived any life 
beforehand. 


It’s a bit silly really, you 
can learn to fly a glider at 
age 16, drive a car at 17 but 
to waltz your way across 
a crowded Wetherspoons 
with a tray full of jager 
bombs somehow requires 
the courage and skill of an 
18-year-old. 

Now that I’m an adult, 
| still feel like society 
doesn’t make any sense 
whatsoever. But on the 
bright side, at least | can 
actually go down the pub 
now or buy age 18 games. 

Hold on, lads have been 


buying age 18 games since 
we were about 14, doesn’t 
anybody know we can order 
them online or get a parent 
to go and get it? 

So my birthday is in 
February, and one of the 
biggest films that came out 
this month was the LEGO 
Movie. Yes, Lego. 

Accept it, it's awesome! 
| nailed the chance to go 
down the cinema with some 
mates to cash in on the 
entertainment, and | have to 
say, | was not disappointed. 
In fact, | came home and 
played with my Lego, still 
stubbornly sat under the bed 
after all these years. 

| was perfectly aware 
that it was aimed at much 
younger people as part of a 
half term holiday treat, but | 
think we'll all agree that you 
can’t beat some good old 
nostalgia. 


Especially when you’ve 
just had the responsibilities 
of being 18 off loaded onto 
you. 

Not only was this an 
entertaining film but also | 
felt it actually had a good 
moral message, which | 
think is odd in modern films. 

Rather than the typical 
“good guy saves the day” 
film, it showed you to think 
differently, to remember 
that there will only ever be 
one ‘you’ and if you put your 
mind to it, you can achieve 
and create some amazing 
stuff. 

And that’s my message 
this month. Appreciate the 
people you've got around 
you already and don't be 
afraid to break the mould 
and do something different. 


life in 2014 


Come and study at Ruskin College 


Transforming lives for 115 years 
Why Choose Ruskin? 


@ Ruskin provides opportunities for students to study regardless of their background and qualifications. 
@ Our Higher Education awards offer close guidance and maximum contact time with tutors and other students. 


@ We are validated by the Open University and have links with the University of Oxford, including membership 
and use of the Bodleian Library. Our Business and Social Enterprise foundation degree is validated by Oxford 
Brookes University 


@ Our college is close to Oxford's thriving cultural scene and occupies a visionary new building set in its own 
spacious grounds. You can live on CaMpuS (if required) 


@ Regular meetings with a personal tutor to guide you through the course 


What can you study? 

@ Short Courses to help you prepare for work or study. 
@ NEW - Access to Higher Education Diploma. 
@ Degree and MA Courses. 


Follow us 


FiK: fi 


Apply now! 


m 


Book onto one of our open days or subject taster days at: www.ruskin.ac.uk 
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OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 


YOUNG PEOPLE 
NERS 


ARE WIN 
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A FULL house at Oxford’s 
New Theatre played host 
to the Youth Awards which 
recognises and celebrates 
outstanding achievements 
of Oxfordshire’s young 
people. 

Hundreds of young 
people, groups and 
associations were nominated 
for a range of awards 
including the Arts Superstar 
Award, the Community 
Champion Award, Young 
Entrepreneur Award and 
Pride of Oxfordshire Award. 

A final special award of 
the evening was in honour 
and memory of Blackbirds 
Leys resident Jake Spicer, 
acknowledged as a truly 


young person. 
Jake died in July 2009 

but his memory lives on 

through the Jake Spicer 


inspirational and outstanding Special Recognition Award. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Inspirational and outstanding: Jake Spicer 


Aaron Scott, British GT3 
Racing Driver and the 
Spicer family presented the 
award to Maisie Norton from 
Wantage. 


Cookery skills share 
atthe Leys Market 


THE Leys Community 
Market is teaming up with 
the Community Food Bank 
to receive fresh produce to 
create delicious meals on 
site at the monthly market. 
Everyone who takes part 
in this new project will be 
able to take home a goodie 


Christine McDermott from 
the market said: “This latest 
development fits so well with 
the market's ethos to make 
local food more available and 
of course it reduces waste. It 
is a really exciting idea and 
we're still getting the word 
out and asking locals what 
they think.” 


From April, local people 
will be able have outdoor 
table top sales at the market. 
Christine added: “It's an 
opportunity to encourage de- 
cluttering while making a few 
extra pounds! We're hoping it 
will help to embed the market 
further into the community.” 


bag of fresh ingredients. 
E DURING the next few weeks 
there will be a road closure 
along Field Avenue to allow for 
road resurfacing, which may 
cause some issues in nearby 
roads and streets. If you feel that 
parking behaviours are causing 
you an issue, please get in contact with the local council or your housing 
provider. If the issue requires urgent attention such as obstructing access to 
your property or along a path, then please call the police via the 101 number. 


Courses we have offered/can offer taught by Oxford Brookes University/partner 
college staff in partnership with community groups include: 


= IELTS (International English 
Language Testing Service) courses: 
English Language courses which 
prepare you to take this test required 
for entry to Further Education or HE 


a Study skills modules: brush up your 
skills to go back into studying 


| Pre-access tasters: find out about 
how you can access HE opportunities 
as a mature student with few or no 
qualifications 


| Project management: the skills and 
tools to manage projects 


a Event management: how to organise 
a community event 


Resident research and leadership 
courses: gain confidence and skills to 
campaign and lobby locally 


= Community journalism: gain 
confidence and skills to write and set 
up a community newsletter 


For more details, contact 
Sobia Afridi, Oxford Brookes 
Outreach Worker: 

Tel: 01865 484826 

Email: safridi@brookes.ac.uk 


Degree taster courses: 

s Early years foundation 

a Marketing foundation 
Health and social care foundation 
History 
Human resource management 


a Introduction to business and 
management (could also include how 
to run and manage a business) 


s Basic arts skills 


a Drawing skills 
= Tourism and hospitality 


Publishing in the digital age 


Fashion 
on the Leys 


By Natalie Wallace 


WITH the slightest hint that the 
temperatures are rising outdoors, 
us Brits are pulling out the shorts 
and tee-shirts, frittering away entire 
weekends in a beer garden and 
stocking up on meat products to 
make sure we can fit in at least 

one barbeque before the weathers 
turns again. 

To heck with easing ourselves in 
to the spring trends, we'll play the 
weather at its own game and go full 
summer at the drop of a sun-visor. 
The usual ditsy, delicate floral prints 
of spring have been replaced with 
anything bright, bold and tropical 
looking. 

Think cheesy Hawaiian shirts 
your dad would wear on the privacy 
of a foreign beach holiday. Yes 
really. Bright colours like fuchsia, 
orange, lime and yellow look fab 
against sun-kissed skin and if you 
weren't in the summer spirit before, 
you'll find it impossible now! 


Club Tropicana 


Fit and flare dresses are a 
summer season wardrobe staple 
once again. This style of dress 
has the versatility of being worn 
casually with a pair of flat sandals 
or dressed up with a statement 
necklace and a pair of heels. 
George at Asda’s tropical dress (2) 
is just £18 and would look great 
teamed with Matalan’s pink heels 
(9) which are £15. 

Take a look at Florence and 
Fred’s flamingo print shorts (8) for 
a less in-your-face take on tropical 
style or team a loose camisole 
vest top with your favourite pair of 
skinny jeans for an instant update. 
Next has this extra girly camisole 
(5) for £14 while Apricot’s blue, 
palm leaf inspired vest (1) is £16. 

Summer is definitely the 
time to experiment with novelty 
accessories and this George 
pineapple bag (4) for £8 will look 
cool either on holiday by the pool, a 
relaxing afternoon on the beach or 
even at a family barbeque. 

Shimmer in the sun 
As clothing layers get lighter, your 
make-up layers should too. Thick 
foundation running off your face 
in scorching heat is never a good 
look. Light touches of a shimmering 
highlighter can be applied to the 
face for a fresh summer look. 

Lacura’s Shimmering Day 
Cream (3) is my star buy this 
month. It smells amazing and 
can be worn on its own or mixed 
with a tinted moisturiser for extra 
coverage. It’s also light, non-sticky 
and there is enough to highlight 
areas such as collar bone and 
shoulders to shimmer on into the 
evening. This product can be found 
at Aldi and is unbelievable value at 


I’ve also discovered the 
wonders of make-up line Star 
Gazer (6) this month and I’m loving 
the metallic blush rose eye shadow 
(£3) and the glittery nail polish 
in 147 (£2.50). These are perfect 
additions to your summer make- 
up bag and will instant add a little 
extra glow to your look. 

Swapping your normal powder 
blush with a cream one can 
transform your make-up from a soft 
winter look to a strong summer one. 
Oriflame has a great Studio Artist 
Cream Blush (7) for £7.95. You'll 
only need a tiny amount to get a 
desirable flushed look so don’t go 
overboard. The tube will last you all 
summer! 
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Want to quit 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 

© Free expert advice 


© Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


© Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


7 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
supporting people through the process of quitting 


D L HANCOCK LTD 


Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Established 19 years and still independent 
WE ARE NOW OXFORD’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 


A canng traditional 24 hour service 


provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally 


ee ee 


Serving Oxford and all Surrounding Areas 


eS Ay a me 


Pnvate Chapel Of Rest 


SS ee a e 


SMOKEFREE 


Mercedes Fleet of Funeral Cars 
Perfect Choice 


Funeral Plans 


i, A 


Member at 
The Maton Aseociahon 


of Fume ral Bore corsa 


Tel: 01865 767780 (24 Hrs) 
26 London Road, Headington. 
OXFORD OX3 VED 
www. dihancock.co.uk 
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What's On at The Leys Children’s Centre 


April and May 2014 


(see page opposite for what's on during Easter) 


Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday 


Cuddesdon |ui nan 
Corner 


For Mikko Enticknap 
call 01865 773263 


Bread Making* 
12 May, 9.30—11.30am 


Stay & Play 

for Babies, dads, 
mums and carers 
1-3pm. 


(Linked with Orchard 
Meadow School 
01865 778609) 


For Anne Wells 
and Valerie O’Malley 
call 01865 779615 


The Listening Centre 
12.30—9pm. 
Phone 01865 794794 


For Camille Kalaja 
call 


COURSES COMING SOON 
IT 
Introduction to Working in 
Childcare 
Healthy Lifestyle/Time for Parents 
Beauty Session 


Contact Mikko Enticknap. 


PEEP for Babies # 
9.30-10.30am. 
Call 01865 395145 


Stay & Play with lunch 
(small fee) 

11am-2pm 

Including: 

Health Visitor 

Drop in available, 11am- 
12pm 

Speech and Language 
Advice available, 12—1pm 
and 

Lone Parent Advisor 
Advice and information, 
last Tuesday of month, 
12-2pm 


The Listening Centre 
5—9pm. 


# For information on other PEEP groups 
in the area contact 01865 395145 


Pegasus 
01865 777175 


Contact 
Karen Hopkins 


T St d PI 
Windale "e i 
01865 777796 


Contact 
Lindsey Hart 
01865 395145 


Leys Health 
Centre 


The PEEP for 1s 

9.30-10.30am 
Dovecote Call 01865 395145 
Nightingale Avenue 


Family Links* 
9-11am 
Contact Rachel Walding 


Baby Massage 
Starting 

For Babies from eight 
weeks old living on The 
Leys, 1-2pm 

Contact Linda Picton 
01865 788688 


ESOL* 
9.30-11.30am 


NEW! 

Preparation for Work* 
Runs 23 April to 21 May, 
9.30-11.30am 


Midwife Clinic 

For pregnant and 

feeding mums. 

For post natal and baby 
checks, support and advice 
12.30—2pm 

drop-in or phone 01865 
221696 for an appointment. 


The Breastfeeding Café 
12.30—2pm 
Contact Camille Kalaja 


New Baby Group 

For parents and children 
birth to 12 months 
1-2.30pm 

Contact Mikko Enticknap 


The Listening Centre 
5-9pm 


Mentoring 
5.30-7.30pm 


Stay and Play 
9.15-11.30am 


Infant Feeding Talks 
For pregnant women. 
Every second Wednesday 
of month, 10am—11pm 

To book an appointment 
Contact Camille Kalaja 
01865 773263 


PEEP for 2s 
9.30-10.30am 
Contact 01865 395145 


EVERYONE WELCOME! 


Find more information on our website: 
Sure Start Wwww.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Agnes Smith Oxford Family 
Advice Centre Mediation Drop-In 
(for advice on benefits, 9.30-11.30am 

money advice and debt) 

10am—ipm. Stay & Play 

Contact Jackie Knight with lunch 

01865 770206 (small fee) 

Also for details of other 11am-2pm 

drop-in sessions Dads Worker available 


Ante-Natal Drop-In* 
Starting 9 January 
11am—12pm 


Asian Women’s Group 
1-2.30pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


Creche places 
will be limited 
for courses and 
single sessions. 


A £5 refundable deposit is 
required for each course. 
For more info contact Anne 
Wells on 01865 7779615 


Stay and Play 
9-11am 


Saturday 


Maluchy (Little Ones) 
10.00-11.30am, Pegasus 
School. 

Call Agata 07874 187 704 


Time for Toddlers 
9.30-11am 

Contact Catherine 
Westbury-Cook 
01865 779615 


Stay and Play 
1-3pm 

Baby PEEP 
1.30-2.30pm. 

Call 01865 395145 


For information on registered 
childcare available on The Leys contact 
Oxfordshire Family Information Service 

on 08452 26 26 36 


*CHILDCARE AVAILABLE 


Chitdren’s Centres 


lj 
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OXFORD 


UNIVERSITY 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 


BROOKES If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please call 
Sobia Afridi on 01865 484826 
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Leys Learning 


NEW VOLUNTEERS 


READY TO GO! 


ky 


March 2014 


Monday 24 March - How to 
Chair a Meeting 

Venue: Rose Hill and Littlemore 
Children’s Centre, The Oval, Rose 
Hill OX4 4UY 

Time: 10-1pm 

Cost: FREE 


Monday 31st March - How to 
make meetings effective 
Venue: Rose Hill and Littlemore 
Children’s Centre, The Oval, Rose 
Hill OX4 4UY 

Time 10-1pm 

Cost: FREE 


Adler 


April 2014 

Thursday 24t April - Thursday 22"4 May 10-12- 
Barton Sings - singing course 

Venue: Meadowbrook residential home, 59 Stowford 
Road, Barton OX3 9PP 

Cost: £25 or free if on income related benefits 


Wed 23"4 April - Preparation for Work 

Venue: Leys Family Centre, 61-63 Cuddesdon Way, 
Blackbird Leys 0X4 6SB 

Time: 9.45-11.45: For 5 weeks every Wednesday 
Cost: £25 or free if on income related benefits 


Wed 23"4 April - Grow in Confidence 
Venue: Rose Hill and Littlemore Children’s Centre, The 


Oval Rose Hill 0X4 4UY 

Time: 12.40-14.50: For 6 weeks every Wednesday - 
no session Half Term 

Cost: £32.50 or free if on income related benefits 
Creche provided 


| If you are interested in any 
| of these courses, please call 
Emma Carney, WEA 
Development Worker on 
07770 641359 or email 


THE latest group of volunteers publishes ten community 

to be trained by Oxford newspapers across Oxford 

Community Media are almost City and Reading, and the 

at the end of their six week training course is the first step 

course, and raring to go! for anyone who is keen to join 
The group at the Children's our team of volunteers. 

Centre are all parents who are The training equips 

keen to improve their writing volunteers with the skills they 

and research skills, and write need to understand what 

about local events and issues makes a good story, how to 

on the Leys. They are already conduct an interview, and plan 

planning a regular sewing and research stories as well 

feature, a column taking a as photography techniques 

lighthearted look at parenting and writing in the correct 

and more puzzles and style for our newspapers. 

quizzes, so watch this space! Volunteers also benefit from 
Oxford Community Media improved self confidence and 


What's On at The Leys Children’s Centre 
Easter Holidays 


Wednesday Thursday Saturday 


Mon 12t May - Making Crafts for Friends and 
Family 

Venue: Elms Road Children’s Centre, Elms Road, 
Botley OX2 9JZ 

Time: 9.30-11.30: For 5 weeks every Monday ( no 
session Half Term) 


Pictured are the Children's 
Centre team (left to right): 
Consolata, Stella, Anna, Kelly, 


Lauraine, June, Fran and Beth May 2014 


Tues 6‘ May [Start up your own 
Business! 

Venue: OCVA, Floyds Row, St Aldates, 
Oxford OX1 1SS 

Time: 10-2 


Cost : £25 or free if on income related benefits 
Creche provided 


communication skills as well 
as learning how to work as 
part of a diverse team. 
We also run informal drop in 

workshops six times a year for For 3 weeks every Tuesday 

: b Students must be unemployed and seeking 
anyone who is keen to find out work 
more about what we do, share - 
ideas for stories or simply meet S” 
other volunteers and talk about |  \ y, - 
their experiences. 


Mon 12t: May, Mon 19t May and Mon 2" June - 
Introduction to Teaching Adults 

Venue: OCVA, Floyds Row, St Aldates, Oxford 
Time: 10 - 12.30 

Cost : £32.50 or free if on income related benefits. 


The WEA is committed to equality of opportunity and inclusive learning. 


Registered address: Workers’ Educational Association, 4 Luke Street, London EC2A 4XW www.wea.org.uk 
E For more information please 
email editor@leysnews.co.uk 
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7 April 


Stay & Play for Babies, 
dads, mums & carers 
1-3pm 

Contact Mikko Enticknap 
01865 773263 


The Listening Centre 
12.30-9pm 
Phone 01865 794794 


14 April 


Stay & Play for Babies, 
dads, mums & carers 
1- 3pm 

Contact Mikko Enticknap 


The Listening Centre 
12.30-9pm 
Phone 01865 794794 


8 April 


Stay & Play with lunch 
(small fee) 

11am-2pm 

Including: 

Health Visitor 

Drop in available, 
11am—-12pm 

Speech and Language 
Advice available, 12—1pm 


The Listening Centre 
5-9pm 


15 April 


Stay & Play with lunch 
(small fee) 

11am-2pm 

Including: 

Health Visitor 

Drop in available 
11am-12pm 

Speech and Language 
Advice available 

12- 1pm 


The Listening Centre 
5-9pm 


9 April 


Parent and Children 
Cooking Session 
10am-—12pm 


10 April 


Outdoor Planting 
& Gardening 
10am—12pm 


Midwife Clinic 

for post natal and baby 
checks, support and 
advice, 12.30—2pm 
Drop-in or phone 01865 
221696 for an appointment 


Ante-Natal Drop-In* 
11am-12pm 


New Baby Group 

For parents and children 
birth to 12 months, 
1-2.30pm 


16 April 


Play Session 
10am-—12pm 


17 April 


Easter Playtime 
Session 

10am-12pm 

Midwife Clinic 

for post natal and baby Ante-Natal Drop-In* 
checks, support and advice | 44am-12pm 
12.30—2pm drop-in or 

phone 01865 221696 

for an appointment 


New Baby Group 

For parents and children 
birth to 12 months 
1-2.30pm 


11 April 


Stay & Play with lunch 
(small fee) 
11am-2pm 


12 April 


18 April 


Closed 


If you need any further information please 
contact Valerie O’Malley on 01865 779615 
or visit our website: 


www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 
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BY ALAN WITTON 


What Is 
Truth... 


..Said jesting Pilate, and would not 
stay for an answer. So Bacon, the 
seventeenth-century essayist, kicked 
off his Essay on Truth, describing 
the verbal sparring between Pontius 
Pilate and Jesus at the latter’s trial. 
| make no apology for borrowing his 
opening words, surely one of the most 
arresting openers ever written. In any 
case, his words are now well out of 
copyright. 

But | want to ask an even more 
difficult question — What is religion? 
It seems that although our religious 
leaders might have at least the 
framework of an answer, our learned 
judges are all at sea on this one. We 


INGE Sais ces edie eaansutedire cette uteanaedios eaii 


Name of parent or guardian: ................... 


Address: 


have learned in the past few weeks 
that the Church of Scientology has 
been licensed to conduct weddings 
on the grounds that it is a place of 
worship — even though that group 
seems to have little or nothing to say 
about God in their proceedings. 

And this is completely out-weirded 
by the news from America that one 
of their more bizarre cults has had 
people proving their faith by handling 
deadly snakes. 

When one of their leaders perhaps 
inevitably got bitten, meaning he had 
only a few minutes to live, he refused 
a life-saving trip to hospital and lay 
down and died on the spot. 

Handling poisonous snakes 
is against the law in the State in 
question (I think it was Kentucky). But 
apparently the law is never enforced 
against these cults, on the grounds 
that it would restrict their religious 
liberty. 

I’m all in favour of religion; | belong 
to what is probably the largest faith 
community in these islands, and | 
have a good deal of respect for those 
who honestly and faithfully follow 
other religious lights. 

But it seems to me there must be a 
limit somewhere. The major religions 
have been developing and spreading 
their messages for, in some cases, 
thousands of years. Does this mean 


Age: ......... 


that any Johnny-come-lately can 
spring up and say “You’ve all got it 
completely wrong; God really wants 
us to die of snakebite / blow up Tube 
trains / butcher people to death in the 
street”? | very sincerely hope not. 

It seems to me that religion, 
properly so called, involves offering 
worship and respect to God, whoever 
and whatever we may conceive Him 
or Her to be, and seeking God’s 
guidance for what we should do with 
our lives. As the Old Testament Jews 
discovered from time to time, it does 
not mean laying down the law about 
what kind of worship we think God 
should have. 

It may be simple enough for a 
religious person to work this out, and 
it is a shame that our legal experts, 
many of whom are no doubt deeply 
religious and devout people in their 
private lives, can’t quite summon up 
the wisdom to create a legal formula 
that divides true religion from mere 
hypocrisy. 

It is right and good that the courts 
of law uphold people’s right to 
religious freedom so tenaciously. Even 
Queen Elizabeth |, who forced people 
to worship in the Church of England 
on pain of a fine if they stayed away, 
once said thar she would make no 
windows into men’s souls. What 
is complex is our present situation 


Phone number: ............0...0..0. cc aee 
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where religious freedom is used as 

a Cloak to cover all sorts of criminal 
purposes. It’s probably much too late 
for us now to get back to the simplicity 
of Tudor England, now that there 

are dozens of religions and sects all 
vying for our attention and support. 
The genie is well and truly out of the 
bottle, and furthermore the stopper 
has been lost. 

But let’s just suppose for a moment 
that | were to stand on a street corner 
and proclaim a new religion which 
required me to butcher my neighbours 
in their beds. 

| rather think | would be arrested 
and tried before a judge (or a mental 
health tribunal) fairly smartly, and 
rightly so. And it would do me no 
good at all to claim in court that the 
UN Declaration of Human Rights 
guaranteed my freedom of religion. 

So if there is the germ of a Pet 
Hate here, it is against woolly-minded 
people who cannot make up their 
minds what is a true religious impulse 
and what is not. 

| do hope they make up their minds 
fairly soon. I’m tired of watching 
pseudo-religious fanatics claiming 
benefit of clergy for whatever warped 
fantasy they manage to enact. Aren't 
you? 


colouring 
competition 


WE ARE looking 
forward to seeing 
your amazing artwork. 
The prize for the 

two best entries is 

a Transformers 87 
Piece Art Set! 


Send your entries to: 
Kids’ Colouring 
Competition, Leys 
News, 26, Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Pes ee 


a a! 
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The most creative 
entry we receive 
by 15 April wins! 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Shopping at the heart of your community 


not ALS and culture 


MARVELLING AT A HERO #MuseumWeek 


Leys News | 13 
fd Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 
‘ear hemplnreequare.oam - 


By Natty Mark Samuels 


JUST as those heroic characters, were 
consolidating their reputations, in the Marvel 
comic universe; a heroine was establishing her 
credentials, in the zones of fearless journalism. 

Marvel Cooke was a pioneering figure, 
and became the first female journalist, at the 
New York Amsterdam News, a leading black 
newspaper. While at this newspaper, she 
instigated the first union activity there. 

During the subsequent picketing, she was 
arrested twice. Later on, while working for 
the New York Daily Compass, a white-owned 
paper, she became not only the first black 
reporter there, but the solitary female. She said 
of her employment there, "not only the only 
black, but the only woman, so | had a double 
burden to bear". It was there that she produced 
her legendary five part series, entitled The 
Bronx Slave Market, while undercover. 

Having heard of the ill-treatment black 
female domestic workers suffered, she decided 
to find out for herself. So on two mornings, she 
joined other waiting women, in a designated 
spot in the Bronx, with obligatory brown bag 
(badge of the trade), which held their work 
clothes, hoping to be 'picked up'. She found 
out quick enough! She didn't need to go back 
a third time. Sometimes men came by, offering 
'alternative employment'. She later wrote of her 
employment "I lost my identity entirely....l was 
the slave trading my brawn for a pittance, ona 
Bronx Street corner in 1949.” 

Later in life, with her lifelong interest in the 
arts, she became the New York director of the 
Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions. 
Both Paul Robeson and Albert Einstein, were 
supporters of this organisation. Passionate 


CRAFT CORNER 
Easter Flowers 


about international interaction, she was a vice 
chairman, of the National Council for Soviet- 
American friendship. A brilliant co-ordinator, 
she was instrumental in the thousands of 
dollars raised, for the legal defence of Angela 
Davies. 

On the fourth of April, we celebrate the 
birthday of this trail blazing icon, Marvel 
Cooke, who was 99 when she died. 

While the Sub-Mariner and the Human 
Torch fought the public enemies in the places 
of comic book America, Marvel Cooke fought 
the abuses of employment, in the streets of 
post-war New York. 


MAKE these retro crepe paper flowers and brighten 


up your home, cheaply and easily. 


You will need: 


THE Museum of Oxford 
will join museums and 
galleries from across 
the UK and Europe on 
Twitter this week for the 


first ever #MuseumWeek. 


The project aims 
to connect people to 
artwork, culture, history 
and science in new and 
interactive ways. 

#MuseumWeek will 
take place from Monday 
(24 March) until Sunday 
(30 March) and will give 
Twitter users direct and 
unparalleled access to 
some of Europe’s leading 
museums and the 
people behind them in 
140-characters bursts. 

The Museum 
of Oxford (@ 
MuseumofOxford) 
will join other UK 
organisations already 
signed up include the 
Science Museum (@ 
sciencemuseum), the 
Natural History Museum 
(@NHM_London), the 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum (@V_and_A), 
the British Museum 
(@britishmuseum), 
Eureka! The National 
Children's Museum (@ 
eurekamuseum) and the 
Tate (@Tate). 


Councillor Bob Price, 
Leader of Oxford City 
Council, said: “Social 
media is such a common 
communication tool now 
that this sounds like a 
great way for people to 
interact with each other.” 

The Museum of 
Oxford will join others 
across the UK and 
Europe by including the 
hashtag #MuseumWeek 
in their Tweets for the 
week, meaning users can 
follow along on Twitter. 

Every day there 
will be a different 
theme including 
#MuseumSelfies, 
#AskTheCurator, and 
#MuseumMemories. 

A full list of 
participating UK 
organisations can 
be viewed at https:// 


Singing for 


discover.twitter.com/ 
arts/nuseum-week/ 
museumweek-uk. 

Mar Dixon (@ 
MarDixon), an expert 
in social media and 
museums and host of 
the @CultureThemes 
project, added: “Every 
day of the year museums 
and cultural institutions 
across the world are 
using Twitter in exciting 
and interesting ways 
to tell the stories of 
their collections to new 
audiences. 

“#MuseumWeek will 
shine a light on these 
activities, giving a real- 
time glimpse into the 
workings of museums 
across the UK and 
Europe, 140 characters 
at a time.” 


Fun 


for Over-50s 


@ Crepe paper, yellow, green and orange. Available from 
craft or art shops 60p to £1 a pack. 

@ Pack of oasis hobby wire green available from craft 
shop or florist about £1. 

@ A ruler and scissors. 


Method: 

1. Cut the top of the yellow folded packet of crepe paper — 
three inches from the top, this makes the petals. Cut a 
shape similar to a paper crown. 

2. Unroll and then cut into four. 

3. Cut the top of the orange folded packet of crepe paper 
two inches from the top, this makes the stamen. Cut 
along it making a feathered effect on one side. 

4. Unroll and then cut into four. 

5. Cut the top of the green folded packet of crepe paper 
one inch from the top, this makes the stem covering. 

6. Open up and then roll up the orange centre as this 
makes the stamen. 

7. Open up the yellow crepe 

paper and gather the paper 

around the stamen, holding it 

firmly. 

8. Next take a piece of the wire 

and making a hook shape, 

attach it and wrap it around the 

flower head. 

9. Then to make the stem 

look flower like, carefully wrap 

around the thin green paper 

around the wire. 


Easy songs, lovely harmonies. Singing makes you feel good and 
has many proven health benefits, MO experience needed. All 
Leys area over-50s welcome - especialy these who think they 
con't sing! Relaxed and friendly. Tea/coffee biscuits fruit 
included. FREE (donation towards costs welcome), 


Every Tuesday 


1.30 to 3.30 pm 


1 April to 22 July 2014 
(no sessions 15 and 22 April, or 27 May) 


The Clockhouse 
Leng Ground, Greater Leys, OM4 7FX 


Tel Sally: 01865 395908 for more details, or just 
turn up. Come whenever you are able - start any 
week, Organised by the Clockhouse Project (Leys 
CDI) and Joined Up Singing with suppert from the 
The Patsy Wood Trust 


WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN LEYS NEWS? 
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WHAT'S ON 


in the Leys 


ADVICE 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


96 Blackbird Leys Rd. Gives free 


independent and impartial debt 
advice and counselling. 
Drop-in sessions: Mondays 
2.00—4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 


Also in the Farmhouse, Tues and 


Thurs, 10am—12pm. 
T 01865 770206 


Young Peoples Jobshop 


Every Wednesday, 1.30-3pm at 


the Early Intervention Blackbird 


Leys Young People Centre. 
Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE 
one-to-one advice. 

Blackbird Leys Young people's 
Early Intevention Service 
Satellite, Blackbird Leys Rd, 
OX4 6HW 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support for 
unemployed job seekers (you 
don’t need to be receiving 
benefits). Help offered with 
CV, application forms, advice 


about courses, apprenticeships 


and volunteering. Also free 
workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths and 
ESOL. 

T Judith, 07769 235 395 
Leysjobclub@gmail.com 


CHILDREN 


BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities 
for yrs 8-13 in a structured 
environment. 3.00-5.30pm. 
£1 per session (5 sessions £4) 
T 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


m New Baby Group Inc. 
Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm 

at Leys Children’s Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner. 

T Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja 
for Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

m Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 

m Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am-11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy 
Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 
@Alexandra, 07804 500313 


Dovecote 
Afterschool Club 
Tuesdays—Thursdays, 3.15- 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
T 01865 712299 

& 07974 234661 


E Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

T Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


E 35th Oxford Scout Group 
T Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


E Leys Kiddie Club 
Thursdays, 9.30am-2.30pm, at 


m Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30pm at 
Sandy Lane West. Boys and girls 
ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 
on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
T Fiona, 07891 419793 


m Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 

T Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. £1. 


A quick guide to what's 
available locally. 


If you have a service or event 
you'd like to include, please 
ring 01865 711756 


m Tiny Tots Majorettes 
(for ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 


from 6-6.45pm. £3. 
New members welcome. 
@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 
£1.20. For 14-18 year olds 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use 
of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying etc. 
Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am-12pm and 
1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am-12pm 

Sat: 9.30am-12.30pm 

Friday Closed 


@ 01865 770403 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in 
Maths and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 728688 


E Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

T 01865 714492 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


HEATING 


HOT ON! 


HEATING SPARES 
POLE YOU CAH TRUST 


We supply gas, oil, water and 
commercial heating spares in the 
UK and abroad to customers all 
over the world! 

Tel: 01865 779925 

Fax: 01865 748035 


CLEANING 


Merry Maids 
Wheatley Rd, 0X44 9DY 
@ 01865 368999 


Molly Maid 
Oxford 
T 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 


T 01865 775849 


@ 01865 777137 


@ 01865 402050 


Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, 


LEISURE 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.15am-1.00pm, & 
1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


E Boxing Club 
Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 


@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 
Body Pump: 

Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 
Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 
Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 
T 01865 467020 


at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
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E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is 
looking for new members. Open 
night every Thursday from 6pm. 
T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 

Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, 
at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 

T 07534 740589 


E Golden Circle 
T Mrs S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


E Silver Circle 
T 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue 
OX4 7WJ. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


E Leys Community Church Over 
60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

T Keith Templar, 715815 


E Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). 
To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children/babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 


Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


JOBS 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
For more info call Katie 395960 


Spirit Hair Design 
Tel: 01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, OX4 7ZD 
T 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 


PROPERTY 


We can £10 more! 


3.64 bedroom houses URGENTLY 
reeded) Wie will rent ar buyi 


Mob: 07821530828 Tel: 01865 338050 Pizza Hut kches2001@yahoo.com www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 
rei le CHILDMINDING 3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hil, HAIRDRESSERS Bathe in Beauty 
Arar Childminding OX4 4HS i &B h The Ozone Health and Fitness Problem selling or renting your 
ELECTRICIANS ararchildminding@gmail.com T 01865 236116 Hair & Body Shop Club, Kassam Stadium residential or rental property? 
i @® 07417 439520 : Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, OX4 4XP B 01865 335300 Difficulty selling or renting? 
Calvin Pennant Pizza Polo Œ 01865 775817 Want a fast sale at near 
i i ice? Solutions f 
ra ong lâne, Oxford OX43TN | | GARSINGTON BABY 34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore Beyond Hair & Beall eee o sroperles ai IE rn 
EE AND TODDLER GROUP || OX44LD 94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS MARIE SOLOMON n AR gout 
Hawtin Electrica Needs new children to come and @ 01865 425630 = 01865 778709 Come and experience the circumstances there may be 
T 07811 401279 , join the fun! FLORISTS Ultimate Massage Treatment a solution for you. 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am (term PERSIA HAIR DESIGN BOOK NOW @ Call Marilyn on 01865 308067 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk time only) at Garsington sports Joe Austin or 07990 630 332 


Professional, experienced in 
threading eyebrow/full face. 
Beauty treatments, holistic 


@ 07983 911905 


174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
Coleyville@hotmail.com 


@ 01865 792037 


CRAFTS 


and social club (on Denton Lane) 


TAXIS 
£1.50per family (includes drinks 


ABC 


WITNEY SEWING and snacks) Everyone is welcome GARDENS therapy and hairdressing 
70A Hollow W X4 2NH 
AND KNITTING CENTRE | | @ Jess 07930957654 The Garden 20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, PLUMBERS ei sea N 


@ 01865 597029 

Air Link Oxford 

24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 

T 01865 434040 

Oxford Cars 

Regus, 7200 The Quorum, OX4 21Z 
@ 01865 406070 


We are a family run business 
whose aim is to provide 
customers with a friendly and 
efficient service for all their sewing 
and knitting needs. 

We have an extensive range of 
haberdashery and provide repair 
and maintenance services. 


Oxford OX4 3PH 
@ 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Qualified, Professional, 
Experienced. Great Results 
Ladies cut & blow dry... £15.00 


99-100 The Market, OX1 3YD 
T 01865 240709 

Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford 

T 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY 
@ 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
T 01865 772303 


OTHER 


WRITING, EDITING 
AND PROOFING 
Experienced freelance writer 
and editor offers professional, 
confidential and reliable service 


61 High St, Witney OX28 6JA for writing, editing, and proof- 01865 326066 MeniS:CUlte este ee £8.00 Hanson's Plumbing & Heating WINDOW CLEANERS 
T 01993 702772 reading.CVs, formal letters, Pathway Worksh Chilldren ............... £6.00) | 22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY MRF 
thesis, manuscripts, brochures, Ae ae Perms (including cut) . ....£38.00) | @ 01865 244172 37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
COMPUTERS rates E Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF ‘hii , 
invitations, etc. Highlights....... from £38.00 
i f ; T 01865 714111 ie T 01865 777889 
Friendly Computer Support Can produce work overnight. (including cut) 
@ 01865 469069 Highly competitive prices. Wyevale Garden Centre @ Jenny, 01865 776777 Taylors Windows 
& 07884 318 464 Contact Leys News office. Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford & 07501 787 123 Greater Leys 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


WELLBEING 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the 
Ark T Centre, Cowley. 
Satudays, 10-10.45am at the 
Barn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. 
@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


E Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 


@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


m ZUMBA Fitness Party 


Tues, 6.30-7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 


T 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 
E The Listening Centre 
Counselling service based at 


Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. 


T 01865 794794 
E Survivors 


Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird 


Leys Community Centre. 
9.30am—3.00pm. A self-help 
group of people who use or have 
used Mental Health Services, 


working together to get support 
for, to share experiences. Lunch 
available for £1. 

T 07729 581975 


Em Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other 
support are available for anyone 
with a mental health problem. 
To find out more drop in to the 
Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns 
Road. 

@ 01865 247788 

E Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 
9.45-10.45am. Ark T Centre, 
Crowell Road, Cowley. 

£5 & £6. First class half price. 
T 07974185554 


E Rosewood Club 
for people with dementia 
Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. 


Providing a stimulating, enjoyable 


and social day while your family 
carer gets a well-earned break. 
£11 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 


T Graham Hooper, 01865 749349 


www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


NOTICES 


Socialist Party Meeting 


Last Tuesday of every month 
at Leys Links Centre, Blackbird 
Leys Road. Starts 7.30pm 
T 0208 9888777 


The Leys WI 
Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30pm to 9.30pm, 
at The Clockhouse. 
T Sue 07786158229 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


Leys Community 


Market 


Freshly grown and home 
produced goods... from local veg, 
chutneys, cheeses and bread, to 
jewellery, perfumes, hand crafted 
gifts and more. Enjoy a tasty 
lunch/brunch in the café. 


Next dates at the Barn, 
Nightingale Avenue: 

Saturday 29 March 

Saturday 26 April 

11am-2pm 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 


Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, 


with children’s activities. 


Timeout: Reflective worship. 
Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour; Mondays 


(except bank holidays) at 6.30- 


A 


7.30pm. For enquiries, hall bookings, 


wedding arrangements. 


%@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 


and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


E Redeem Christian 

Church of God 

Meets at the Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road. 

Sunday Service; 3-6.00pm 
Bible study on Fridays: 1-8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 

Œ 07825 679044 and 01865 
766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


E Leys Community Church 
Meets on Sunday, 11am at the 


Oxford Academy, Beecroft Room 


(includes special activities for 
children and young people). 


@ Chipper and Anna Betts, 
07985 982804 


E Chrisco Ministries 


Meets at Jack Agent Room at the 
BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 


11am-2pm 
W@W 07533 845714 and 07737 
564677 


E Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with 
music and children’s liturgy; and 
at 6pm. Œ 01865 776903 


Photo: Jo Stannard 
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E Christian Harvest Ministries 
Meets at the Jack Argent Room at 
BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 
3-5.30pm 

@ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 
701129 


E Seventh Day 

Adventist Church 

1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45-11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


E Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre 

Sunday Service: 11am-1.30pm. 
All night prayers: Fridays, 7-9pm 
Bible Study: Sundays, 11am-12pm 
Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 
07932 964056 & 07877 054600 
Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


m Kingsway International 
Christian Centre 

Sunday service: 11am-1pm, 
children's church runs concurrently. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
Pegasus Road, Oxford. OX4 6JL 
Tel: 07951262426 

Email: admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
Web: www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


The Clockhouse Community Centre Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) ‘@® 01865 395908 +E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 
Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


fresh air and good company while 
doing something for your local 
community. Regular work parties 
held. For details call: 395908. 


E Watercolour painting group 
Both beginners and more 
experienced painters very 


E Computer courses for over-50s 
Learn at your own pace. Complete 
beginners very welcome. Improve 
your digital photography skills, or 
how to make DVDs and calendars. 
£1 per session. You need to book 
a place. For more info call 079511 
49724, or 07962 887379. 


E Yoga for over 50s 
Seated/standing exercise, and 
relaxation. Beginners very 
welcome. Why not come and give 
this friendly group a try? Every 
Tuesday, 10-11am (no sessions 8 


E Crafts group for over 50s 
Brighten up your week in good 
company with others who enjoy 
handcrafts. Bring your own knitting, 
crochet, or sewing. £1. Every 
Wednesday, 11am-12.30pm. 


E Games club for over 50s 
Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble 
or a wide choice of other games, 
with this friendly and sociable 
group. Next dates are Mondays 7 
and 28 April, 1.30-3.30pm. £1. 


E Welcome events for local 
over-50s 

New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse 
Project? Or not been for a while? 
Meet others and find out more, at 
these FREE, friendly socials. Our 


community project is for everyone 
aged 50 and over, living anywhere 
on the Leys. We run lots of great, 
low-cost activities. Please tel: 
395908 for date of next event. 


E Over 50s advice 

Free monthly, confidential, advice 
on benefits, debt, housing and 
consumer issues. Outreach 
session at the Clockhouse, by 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre. 

To book an appointment call 
395908. 

Next date: Monday 31 March and 
Monday 28 April,10am-12.30pm 
(12-12.30pm is ‘drop-in‘-—no 
appointment needed for this slot.) 


E Dancing for over 50s 
Monthly dances. Next one: 
Monday 14 April—Line Dancing 
style, 1.30-3 pm. £2. 


E Councillors’ Surgery 
Drop-in session to meet city 
councillors and discuss any 
concerns. First monday of the 
month (except Bank Holidays) at 
the Clockhouse, 6.30-7.30pm. 
Next one: Monday 7 April. 


EŒ Oxfordshire Unlimited (OU) 
Coffee Morning 

Thursday 24 April, 12-2 pm. OU 
supports and empowers people 
with disabilities. FREE. 


to 22 April inclusive). £2 


E Gardening club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO 
(Senior Leys Independent 
Gardening Organisation). £2 
per meeting. Adults of all ages 
very welcome. Next meeting: 
Thursday 3 April, 2-4pm. 


E Singing for fun for over 50s 
No pressure, or reading music, 
just relax and enjoy singing in 


good company. Aimed primarily at 
people living in and near the Leys. 
Every Tuesday, 1.30-3.30pm (no 


sessions on 8 or 15 April). Free. 
For details call 395908. 


E Creative writing for over 50s 
Get creative and express yourself 


in a friendly, supportive group. 
No experience needed. Last 
session of our current course is 
on Tuesday 1 April. All welcome 
to join us. Please tel: 395908 if 
you are interested in coming to 
our next creative writing course 
(running in June and July 2014). 


E Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated and standing exercise to 
help you get more supple, and 
boost your energy. Thursdays, 
10-11am. (no sessions 10 and 17 
April.) £2. 


E Evening activities group 
Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse 
Activity Nights Group) at our 
friendly evening socials. Meet 
others, relax, chat, and make 
new friends. Adults of all ages 
welcome! £2. 

BINGO NIGHT: Wednesday 26 
March, 7-9 pm, 

QUIZ NIGHT: Wednesday 30 
April, 7-9 pm. 

For details call: 395908 

E Community Gardening 
Adult volunteers of any age are 
needed and welcome, to help 
keep the Clockhouse courtyard 


welcome. No formal tuition but 
others will help you get started! 
Thursdays, 2-4 pm at Potters 
Court (Robin Place, Greater Leys.) 
£2. Tel: 395908 


E NEW! Drawing and sketching 
course for over 50s. 

We are planning some low-cost, 
tutored drawing and sketching 
sessions for the summer term. 
Please tel: 395908 if you are 
interested. 


m ADVANCE NOTICE 
Clockhouse open day 
Saturday 17 May, 11am-3pm 
Stalls, taster activities and café. 
FREE. Tel: 395908 for details. 


garden looking beautiful. Enjoy 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


Northfield Brook Ward 


E Steve Curran —Labour 

88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, OX4 1TG 
T 07941 785538 
StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk 


E Scott Seamons —Labour 

Flat 14, 113 Oxford Rd, 0X4 2GY 

T 07910 595047 
cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 

Steve Curren and Scott Seamons have a 
surgery at 6.30pm on the first Monday of the 
month at the Clockhouse. 


E Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Mrs Ann 
Booker. Non-position holders: Tanya Prescott, 
Chris Hatton, Brian Lester, Cyril Martin, Mrs 
Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard 

For further details telephone 07754 271831 
(9am-5pm, Monday to Friday). Send mail to 
Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn 
Road, Freeland, Witney Oxon OX29 8AL 

Also check leysonline.net to find out about 
Parish Council Meetings. 


Trip 


FUNERAL SERVICES 
Managed by the third generation of Childs family, 


E Oxford City Council 
Blackbird Leys Ward 


E Val Smith —Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, Ox4 6QD 
T 07767 446051 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 


E Rae Humberstone —Labour 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. 

T 01865 779678 
cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing 
street surgeries every other week. They can 
also visit people in their homes—ring or email to 
make arrangements. 


EŒ Oxfordshire County Council 
Leys Division 

E Val Smith —Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, 0X4 6QD 

@ 07767 446051 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


142 Qederd Rood 
Cowley 
Oxford 

DX IEA 

Tek 01865 Fi4i07 


Pharmacy House 
69 London Road 
Headington 
Ohford OXI SAA 
Tel: 01565 dra 


an 
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25 August to 29 August 
Staying in The Lawton Hotel. 

If interested contact Edward for 


prices and details on 
07795 037307 


E Member of Parliament 

E Andrew Smith —Labour 

Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford 
T 01865 595790 

andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 

Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre from 3.00pm 


H The Parade 
Daioni Road 
Kadbinggon OX TEE 
Dee 01865 T7ARSR 


1 Courtland Road 
Rosehill 
Cinford OX4 4H 
‘Teh: 01665 F72FRo 


4 Elms Parade 
Batley 
Oxford ØX IL 
Tel: 01865 74.5464 
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WOWZERS what a busy few months! 
Oxford Wheels of Gory hit the ground 
rolling (see what | did there) this year 
and it has been non stop—we LOVE IT! 
February saw us host, what are now 
going to be regular occurrences, another 


For more information 
please contact Teresa 
Fieldwick (Club Secretary) 
on 07500 057127 


—=— ? 


ABOVE: Leeds Roller Dolls Whip-Its. RIGHT: Miss N Limbs 


* — ore 


mixed scrim. This is a friendly, informal 
skate where we mix up the girls from all 
over, welcoming skaters from over 13 
different teams over the UK—hot dang, 
that’s good! 

We split up over 40 skaters in 
preference of blocking or jamming with 
the beloved 1, 2 Sports Numbering 
System, assigned black and white shirts, 
made everyone kit up, and then kit down 
because | changed my mind what team 
| wanted them in! Someone got their 
shirt stuck on an elbow pad, one got a 
shirt stuck on their head, but clothing 
rearranged and gear on, we assembled 
full force, with our Refs and NSOs to skate 
and had a wonderful, sweaty, stinky day. 


CHARTER STANDARDO 
CLUB 


n 


The black team won, technically (349 — 
146) but a moral victory was had by all! 
This month we started by going to 
Lincolnshire to play the Lincolnshire 
Bombers in another Mixed Scrim and had 
one of our newest passed skaters, Tess 
of the Murdervilles (or Liz, if its a week 
day) play with the big girls and she did an 
amazing job. All of the team had a lovely 
time and was made even better as we 
secured the win. 

Our next jaunt out is to go up to Leeds 
with a paying crowd and people who travel 
to watch us, against the Leeds Whirral 
Whip-lts. 

We have been doing really well as a 
team and our focus is getting us noticed 


Footy is not 
just for boys! 


THE GREATER Leys Girls football team are looking for new members to 
join a group which is part of the Greater Leys Youth Football Club. 

Currently being trained by an Oxford United coach, they are looking to 
create a more professional outfit and take it more seriously but also have 
some great fun. 

Girls from 15-years-old can learn and develop their football skills and 
also be part of a team. Training is on Monday nights 6.30—7.30pm behind 
Blackbird Leys Nursery and is free to join. Any ability is welcome from 
seasoned player to novice. 


E For further details contact Marc Fleckney on 07920 463623 
or email Mafleckney@gmail.com 


in all the good ways, we are scrimming 
and bouting more now than we ever have, 
which is so nice! it is nice to be considered 
as serious competition. Watch out, OWG 
is coming for you! 


E To find out more go to: 
oxfordwheelsofgory@yahoo.co.uk 
www.oxfordwheelsofgory.co.uk 
Facebook: Oxford Wheels of Gory 
Twitter: @Wheelsofgory_ox 


To discuss your advert email John at 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


